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providing all your farm & gardening needs
• SEEDS BY THE OZ. OR SCOOP
• DOG SUPPLIES
• BABY CHICKS FOR SALE
• VEGETABLE SEEDS
• FLOWER SEEDS
• HANGING BASKETS

• HAY & STRAW
• HORSE TACK & PET SUPPLIES
• GRASS SEED — FERTILIZER, LIME
BAGGED MULCH

PLUS:
BABY CHICKS!

FROG POND DOWNSIZING
HELPING IN HARD TIMES

We are known for honesty & integrity

Downsizing Estate Sales Clean Out Services
Company Transfer • Divorce
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18 Commerce St. | Waynesville, NC | 828.734.3874
Jack & Yvonne Wadham | Bonded & Insured

92967

Patient testimonials:
“I have to have an adjustment before I go into the ring. I do believe in
chiropractic. I found that going to a chiropractor three times a week helps
my performance. The majority of boxers go to get that edge.”
-Evander Holyfield
“I didn’t know how much I could improve until I started seeing a
chiropractor. Since I’ve been in chiropractic, I’ve improved by leaps and
bounds, both mentally and physically.” – Michael Jordan
Dan O’Brien, Joe Montana, Jerry Rice, Barry Bonds, and many others enjoy
the benefits and enhanced performance they receive from chiropractic
care!
The Chiropractic edge is good enough for the greatest athletes in the
world... Do you have the chiropractic edge?
“….Dr. Mike & Dr. Tara have
transformed my life & how I live it…”
- Lindsay D.
“...the staff is very friendly & helpful…”
- Carl C.
“…treatments for tingling in my foot were greatly relieved by Dr. Michael’s
treatments…”
- Larry M.

Research shows that chiropractic
care can reduce pain, improve range of
motion, and prevent the need for surgery!
Contact us today to start your path to
healthy living!
Chiropractic does make
a difference!

“…chronic pain was greatly relieved after only a short time of treatment…”
- Doris M.
“…Dr. Mike has done more for me than all the doctors I’ve seen in the last
49 years…”
- Manuel H.
“…Great procedure. Fantastic recovery. I feel great!”
- Charles T.
“…Dr. Mike & Dr. Tara adjust so
gently…I feel immediate relief…”
- Rhonda B.
“…after two adjustments I was pain free for the first time in eight weeks…”
- Charles W.
“…If you’re suffering from head, neck, or back pain, don’t put it off…I’m
confident Dr. Hogan can help you too…”
- Barbara Z.
Blue Mountain Chiropractic has done amazing things for my back.
- Emilie C.
After only a few sessions, I could tell a difference in my pain level! No
more pain meds are needed.
- Jackie B.

Dr. Michael & Dr. Tara Hogan

Blue Mountain
Chiropractic Center

270 N. Haywood Street
Waynesville • 246-9555
View More TesTiMonials on our websiTe

www.bluemtnchiro.com
(Due to governmental regulations offer does not apply to medicare
or medicaid patients, if you choose to purchase additional services
you have the legal right to request a refund within 3 days.)
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Make memories
with zinnias
By Jane Young

A

n only daughter growing up on a farm with four brothers, I was
privileged to have my own room. When my father thought I
was old enough to need privacy, he walled off a space at the
end of the open upstairs in our not-so-big house. That was my
room; my brothers shared the remaining space.
As soon as wallpaper was hung and sparse furniture was in place, I cut
some zinnias from my mother’s lone flower border, stood them in a quart
jar and placed it on a table in my room. Propping myself up on the bed and
gazing at the zinnias, I savored their beauty and my good fortune.
Some 65 years later, I still celebrate good fortune with zinnias. These riotously colored, strong-stemmed flowers mean home, family, garden, endurance, butterflies, seeds and the reliability of endless cycles of nature.
You don’t have to be a philosopher to appreciate zinnias. They are the
easiest of flowers to grow from seed. Just give them warmth, sun, organi-

Renovate your
homeowners policy.
Angie Franklin, Agent
1908 S Main Street
Waynesville, NC 28786
Bus: 828-456-8200
angie@angiefranklin.com

Creating beautiful landscapes for over 30 years

Custom landscape design & installation
Lawn maintenance • Paver walks & patios
Boulder & stone work • Landscape lighting
Naturalistic water features

0901138.1

91768

Great insurance. Low rates.
Remodeling your home can increase its value. Protect it
by taking a new look at your homeowners insurance policy.
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Luke Atkinson Furniture
Family Owned & Operated
with discount prices since 1955.

www.autreylandscaping.com

828-252-7168

828-675-5311
92315
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2 Drawer 2 Door Console - $199.00

728 Haywood Road • Asheville, NC
lukeatkinsonfurniture.com
92318

Zinnia ‘Profusion Double Hot Cherry’ / Photo by AAS

cally rich soil and adequate water when rain
is scarce.
They require little maintenance. Just snip
an inch or so from their main stem early on
92485

to promote branching. They bloom continuously from July until frost. Just deadhead every week or so, don’t crowd them too much
and give them a mid-season feed with liquid

fish emulsion.
Some varieties of zinnias are as short as 12 inches; more are 18
to 24 inches tall; and the giants can reach 4 feet or more in height.
These tall ones are my favorites, particularly along a fence — a
striking backdrop for shorter flowers in a mixed border. I love
a big stand of tall zinnias in the middle of a vegetable garden,
their 4-inch blossoms in vibrant orange, purples, reds and yellows summoning every butterfly in the neighborhood.
Transplants for tall zinnias are not as easy to find in nurseries,
as are the shorter varieties. You’ll do better sowing seeds of your
chosen varieties right in the ground. Wait until there is no more
threat of frost and the soil is consistently warm. Those seeds will
sprout in less than a week.
If you start seeds indoors, don’t be in too big a hurry. Zinnia
seedlings need really good light to keep from getting leggy, and
you don’t want them stranded indoors before it’s warm enough
to plant outside.
You can plant a couple of the large seeds right into a 3-inch pot
of good potting mix. When the seedlings are about an inch tall,
cut off the weaker one, and let the remaining seedling stay in that
pot until time to plant outside. Peat pots minimize disturbance of
the roots and make the process almost foolproof.
Jane Young is an Extension Master Gardener volunteer in Haywood County. For more information call the Haywood County Extension Center at
456-3575.

DARE to DREAM
Let a professional Realtor help
your dreams come true.

AMY SPIVEY

Realtor, green, ECO, SFR
aspivey@sunburstrealty.com

828.506.7137

Michelle McElroy

Amy Spivey • Sunburst Realty
147 Walnut St., Waynesville, NC • 28786

92536

RESIDENTIAL BROKER ASSOCIATE
E-PRO, CNHS, RCC, SFR

828.400.9463 Cell
michelle@beverly-hanks.com

Mountain Realty

74 North Main St. • Waynesville
828.452.5809

Mieko Thomson
828.226.2298

92484
208-44

Realtor/Broker

2177 Russ Avenue
Waynesville NC
92569
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Great harvests from a moveable garden
By Jane Falkenstein

H

ow would you like to get great yields from a small space without
digging or weeding? And be able to move the garden to a new location after each crop? If this sounds interesting, sub-irrigated planters
might be for you. Here’s how they work.

Crabtree Blossom Farms
Grand OpeninG Weekend
Friday & Saturday • April 17th & 18th
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
• perennials • mixed pots
• hanging baskets
vegetable plants & more!

annuals

butterfly bushes

Open Fri & Sat 9 am - 12 pm May - June | Call 734-8628 for more information

92568

Located in the Upper Crabtree Community | Owned & Operated by Aleasa & Jimmy Glance

Sub-irrigated planters (SIPs) come
in many different designs, but all work
on the same principle. The bottom of
the container is a water reservoir connected to a filler tube at the top. Above
the water is an air space, then a porous
platform that holds the soil in the container. A weed barrier is placed on top
of the soil.
As the soil dries out, water in the
reservoir evaporates, humidifying
the air and gently moistening the soil
from the bottom up. Since the roots
aren’t in direct contact with water,
root rot and water-borne diseases
common with top-watering planters
are effectively eliminated. You water
less because plants take in only the
water they need, and the weed barrier

Free estimates | We install
Wayne dalton Garage
doors and openers

Tax
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Christopher
farms

open year round for your produce needs. Great selection!

DX System

to combine solar use for greenhouse
connection to home hot water

FRESH
PRODUCE

minimizes evaporation. Fertilizer
requirements are lower compared to
watering from the top because nitrogen isn’t washed out of the soil.
Last year Haywood County Master Gardeners Andy and Beth Causey
tried out the EarthBox system (a popu-

Ask about our 12 months, NO INTEREST plans!

le

Come visit us at
2266 Crymes Cove Rd.
Waynesville, NC

Solar Chateau/
Greenhouse

Ask about our NO INTEREST Financing!

Call uS for neW inStallation and
repairS

828-456-3010
christopherfarmstore.com

100 Charles St. | Waynesville | 828-456-6051
92969

Locally owned & Operated • Serving WNC for over 65 years
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lar SIP brand) next to their traditional
row garden. They liked the system’s
portability and convenience, and that
plants got just the water they needed
with fewer weeds and diseases.
Another bonus was that they could
get a head start on the season by planting seedlings early inside, then moving the SIP outdoors after the last frost
date.
Andy advises to “plant what you
like because you’re going to get a lot
of it!” As the plants got larger the Causeys needed to fill the reservoirs daily,
but that was easier than watering from
above.
If you’d like to try sub-irrigated
planters, many complete systems are
available: search the Internet for “subirrigated planters” or “self-watering
planters” to find sources. You could
build your own: www.earthtainer.
org/ has good construction ideas. Or
convert pots you already own into
SIPs. Food grade plastic buckets work
great, as do containers from the big
box stores. Be sure to make your SIPs

large enough to be able to support the
root mass of what you want to grow.
Choose a soil mix that is light and
airy (i.e., not garden soil or potting
soil). Since the soil will be replaced
every year keep notes about what you
used, and if necessary tweak it the following year. The EarthTainer site has
good information about soil mixes
and plant supports.
Then plant. Set seedlings into the
container through holes in the weed
barrier at the recommended spacing,
and at the same depth that they were
growing in the nursery.
Sub-irrigated planters can unleash
your inner gardener by growing the
best crop ever with the least amount
of effort and environmental resources.
But be warned — SIPs are so economical and productive that it’s easy to get
carried away with them.
Jane Falkenstein is an Extension Master
Gardener volunteer in Haywood County.
For more information call the Haywood
County Extension Center at 456-3575.

Andy and Beth Causey stand next to a large tomato plant that
was planted in a sub-irrigated planter. / Photo by Jane Falkenstein

92981
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Between a rock and a hard place
By Tom Steffel

H

orticultural references to vegetables and herbs go back thousands of
years, but rock gardens are more recent, becoming popular in the
last century or so. Rock gardens traditionally contain alpine plants
that are valuable because they can colonize in many different environments. Most have few pests or disease issues. Here are some notes on three
families of great rock garden plants.
Sedums are from the family Crassulaceae (“krass-yoo-LAY-see-ay”). There
are over 600 species worldwide, mostly in the northern hemisphere. Most plants
breathe through their leaves (the process of transpiration) during daytime when
it’s warmest. Sedums are unique in that they breathe at night, creating malic acid
that is converted to sugars that sustain plant growth the following day. And because transpiration occurs at night, overall water requirements are significantly
less. Sedums can thrive in a variety of climates, including coastal regions, high
elevations, deserts, and in a wide range of temperature conditions.
Ice Plants or Delospermas (Aizoacea sp) (“ay-zoh-AY-see-ay”) are mostly
from South Africa. They are evergreen, have a moderate to rapid growth rate,
and are desirable for their floral display and evergreen foliage. Only a few ice
plants are hardy in the mountains; two good examples are Delosperma cooperi
and the “Wheels of Wonder” series.
Hens and Chicks (Sempervivum sp.)
(“sem-per-VEE-vum”) are grown mainly for
their leaf color, especially during spring and
early summer. During hotter weather leaves
tend to revert to green on many species.
They are excellent in containers, and most
are hardy in our Zone 6 climate. Hens and
Chicks are easily hybridized, and more than
50 species contain several thousand different
cultivars.
Other excellent rock garden plants include
Dianthus, Creeping Baby’s Breath, Helianthemum, Geum and Alpine Asters.
Bed preparation and planting is the same
Ice Plant ‘Fire Wonder’
for most rock garden plants. Because the
plants are small, rock gardens should be lo-

Sedum Spurium ‘Tom’s Red’

Ice Plant ‘Mesa Verde’
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cated in areas where they can be easily
viewed.
Pick a site with full sun (at least
six hours per day, but more is better).
The planting bed must have excellent
drainage, especially in winter.
These plants are all perennials, so
you only get one chance to improve
the soil and improve your chances for
success. Add several inches of organic
matter to the soil and dig it in well. If
you don’t have compost, try composted cow manure or a blend of cow manure and compost or humus available
from the big box stores. Adding fine
gravel (pea size and smaller) will also

Helianthemum ‘Wesley Primrose’

Hens ‘Andrenor’

Alpine Aster ‘Goliath’

improve drainage.
The only fertilizer to add at planting
time is rock phosphate or triple superphosphate along with some limestone.
Place the plant in the hole at the same
depth it was in the nursery container,
and water deeply about once a week
until established.
After the plants get established feed
with a low nitrogen, slow release fertilizer, if you fertilize at all.
Tom Steffel is an Extension Master Gardener Volunteer in Haywood County. For
more information call the Haywood County
Extension Center at 456-3575.

Sedum ‘Kamtschaticum
variegatum’

The Garden Helpline —
For all your gardening questions
By Mary Koppenheffer

S

pring is a busy time at the North Carolina Cooperative Extension Offices at 9 4 Coxe Ave. in downtown Asheville. The location is home
to the “Garden Helpline” staffed by Extension Master Gardener volunteers. In addition to telephone support, these volunteers also offer
“Ask a Gardener” information tables and plant clinics at local tailgate markets.
What are some of the questions gardeners are asking now? Alison Arnold,
Cooperative Extension agent, shared some of the most popular gardener queries.

When can I plant vegetables?

The window of the spring garden is open now. Cold tolerant plants like asparagus, cabbage, carrots, kale, spinach and even leaf lettuce may be planted
now. Warm season crops like beans, tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers can be
safely planted around May 10.
For a complete list of specific dates in this area, call the Garden Helpline
at 255-5522 or visit buncombemastergardener.org. They also have a handy
garden guide available for $10 that includes safe dates to plant, along with
recommended garden chores for each month.

How can I make my garden soil easier to work with?

“The fastest way to make heavy clay soil more loamy is by adding organic
matter,” Arnold said. “You can add a 2- to 3-inch layer of well-rotted leaves,
compost and old manure in the spring before preparing the soil, and again in
the fall after harvest.”
The best way to know exactly what the soil needs is to test it every few
years. Rather than guess at the nutrients to add, a soil test will specify the
actual pH (acidity) of the soil.
“On a scale of 1 to 14, a pH of 7.0 is neutral,” Arnold said. “Any value
below 7.0 is acid, and above that is alkaline.” The ideal pH values for most
vegetables are 6.0 to 6.5 - slightly acidic.
Starting April 1 through November, soil testing is free in North Carolina.
Test kits are available at the cooperative extension offices or at tailgates where
Master Gardeners set up an information table. They will also be at the N.C.
Farmer’s Market on Brevard Road on the second and fourth Saturday of each
month, beginning April 11.

How much space do I need to plant a vegetable garden?

Twenty-five square feet can be adequate for new gardeners. For those who
want to expand, a 25- by 42-foot sized garden can produce most of the vegetables needed for canning, freezing and fresh use by two people for one year.
What is the commitment involved with a garden that size? Arnold says
about a half hour of work a day would be needed to obtain maximum production.

Master Gardeners Gail Banner, left, and Barbara Hayes, review questions
that have come into the Garden Helpline. Extension Master Gardener volunteers are ready to support local gardeners who call into the Garden
Helpline at 255-5522. The helpline is staffed 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Friday. Gardeners may
also stop into the extension offices at 94 Coxe Ave., Asheville, to ask questions or have plants identified or diagnosed.

What are some easy plants to grow with children?

There are several that are delicious and fun to grow.
“Plant sugar snap peas along a fence so they can climb,” said Arnold. Lettuce,
spinach and other leafy greens are easy to plant and grow either in the ground
or in a patio pot. Sow seeds every two weeks for salad all season.
Radishes, carrots, potatoes, green beans and cherry tomatoes are all easy for
the garden.
“Pumpkins take up more space, but the color and fun of the fall harvest is irresistible,” said Arnold.
She suggests growing jack-o-lanterns for Halloween, or picking one of the
mini pumpkins like Jack Be Little.
Sunflowers are another good options for children. In the fall, dry and eat the
seeds, or leave them in the garden for the birds.
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‘Double Wave’ petunias
By Jim Janke

S

ince their introduction in the
1990s, Wave has become the
most popular brand of petunias in the world. These
spreading plants are available in different series — Shock Waves have
petite flowers for small spaces like
hanging baskets and containers; Easy
Waves form mounds that tolerate a
wide range of temperatures; Tidal
Waves are taller (16 to 22 inches) and
can form a screen or hedge; and the
original Waves form a ground-hugging carpet of color, spreading up to
4 feet. These four series are available
in more than 40 colors and color mixtures.
I’ve grown Waves and Tidal Waves
from seeds for many years, and had
great results. So when I saw Double
Waves advertised in a couple of cata-

logs, I knew I had to try them. They
were said to grow about 8 inches high
and 18 to 24 inches wide, with fully
double flowers in red, blue velvet,
blue vein, pink, rose or white. Double Wave seeds aren’t available, so
last year I mail-ordered some plants.
Here’s what happened.
Six small seedling plugs arrived in
late April, already blooming. I grew
them under fluorescent lights indoors
for a couple of weeks, removing all the
flowers so the plants would concentrate on growing good root systems.
After the chance of frost had passed
I transplanted each seedling to its
own large (14 inches square) pot and
placed them in full sun. The plants
were watered thoroughly when dry,
and fed monthly with a slow-release
granular fertilizer.

The results? Double Wave plants spread much more slowly than adjacent
Wave or Tidal Waves that had been grown from seed (they never did spread
enough to cover the containers.) The flowers were gorgeous, but on the small
side (smaller than a golf ball), and there weren’t that many of them. The blooms
weren’t self-cleaning, so they had to be picked off individually (spent Wave and
Tidal Wave flowers can easily be knocked off with a stream of water.)
Since I was looking for a mass of color visible from a distance ‘Double Wave
Red’ was disappointing. But as a centerpiece in a large planter with other plants,
it could be quite nice. Consider them when planning your garden next year.
Jim Janke is an Extension Master Gardener Volunteer in Haywood County. For more information call the Haywood County Extension Center at 456-3575.

92286

furniture, antiques, appliances,
building supplies, housewares
Silent Auction & much more!
We sell
PROVEN
WINNERS*

Over 2000 hanging baskets to choose from*
20 different varieties of tomatoes*
Large assortment of garden vegetable plants
Trees & shrubs
plants & flowers in assorted size containers

*while supplies last

31 Meadow Road, Asheville | 828.254.6706 | ashevillehabitat.org
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Landscape Services Available

92572

Home Staging tips from our very own in-house expert, Lyndia Stauffer:
· A fresh coat of paint on the front door gives your home an instant pickme-up. Check your shutters too for any repairs they might need.
· Remove leaves and winter debris from around shrubs. Cut nice clean edges
around your garden beds and add a new layer of mulch.
· Spring-clean your front porch or entry. Sweep it well and put down a new
welcome mat. A pot of spring flowers adds a colorful touch.
· Clear away clutter inside your home to open your space and create a
roomier feel. If you don’t love it or use it, it’s time to let it go. Local thrift
stores [or if it’s not too much of a plug: CarePartners Hospice Thrift Store]
gratefully welcome(s) your clothing and household donations.
· Wash your windows inside and out. You’ll love the sparkling clean view as
you welcome fresh spring energy into your home.

At Carolina Mountain Sales, Lyndia Stauffer is our ‘go-to’ Home Staging Resource® Certified
Professional Home Stager and Redesigner, and Certified Practitioner of Advanced Interior
Alignment encompassing Instinctive Feng Shui®. Home Staging and Redesign are Lyndia's true
passion. She loves the unique challenges that each home presents, and enjoys creating comfortable,
attractive, welcoming rooms that appeal to today’s discerning real estate buyer. For more
information, please call Lyndia at 828-277-5551 or visit her website at www.LyndiaStauffer.com.

92316

Home Again
Furniture
Quality New and Used
Furniture & Antiques
Buy • Sell

3907 Hendersonville Rd, Fletcher
(Next to Fletcher Lamp Post)

828-651-9296

www.homeagainfurniture.net

92323

92324

Feeding wildlife is a
form of animal cruelty

Come to Where the
REAL Deals Are !!

By Jim Janke

T

hese heavenly mountains are surrounded by a national park and a couple of
national forests — much of the area is
truly wilderness. Wildlife abounds,
even spilling over into residential neighborhoods.
Our house is in a 30-year old development within
the city limits, yet we’ve seen coyotes, bobcats,
elk, deer, bears, turkeys and many other animals.
There is a great temptation to provide food for
these critters so we can observe them closely. But
to quote the National Park Service, “Feeding wildlife is actually a form of animal cruelty.” Why?
— Most animals have specific digestive bacteria
to deal with their natural foods. Consuming
human food causes these bacteria to be replaced. Animals can starve to death with full
stomachs of their natural foods because they
can’t process them anymore.
— Feeding wildlife causes animals to lose their natural fear of humans. This
can pose a danger to people, pets, livestock and property.
— Crowded animals become more aggressive, leading to injury or death to the
weaker ones in the population.
— Some animals (especially waterfowl) leave behind a nasty mess that can also
harbor diseases.
Feeding songbirds is an exception to the above, because they never lose their
natural fear of humans.
For more information do an online search for “feeding wildlife;” you’ll see
many government and animal advocacy websites that address this issue. And
they all agree: “Don’t!”
Jim Janke is an Extension Master Gardener Volunteer in Haywood County.
92473

MULCH — Delivered to You

Double Grounded Hardwood Mulch
Topsoil • Compost • Mulch Spreading
Brush/Debris Removal • Service • Bobcat and Skid
Steer Service Lot and Land Clearing • Flatbed Hauling

1478 Dellwood Rd.
Waynesville, NC 28786

4 Person Hot Tub

Starting at
$2,788.00
plusdelivery

Swim Spa

828.926.8484

www.thetubstore.com

LAYAWAY AVAILABLE •
CASH DISCOUNTS
36 MONTHS NO
INTEREST
WITH APPROVED CREDIT,
SELECT MODELS

12 MONTHS SAME
AS CASH
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Store Hours:
Monday-Saturday 9-5

Anytime by
Appointment

TRee SeRviCe

view Clearing • Land Clearing • Bush & Log Clean Up
Hazardous Removal • Bucket Tree Services
Ryan Cope
Cell: 828-734-8001
3958 Panther Creek Rd., Clyde, NC
Fully Insured

“Home of the
Self Cleaning, Salt
Water, and Carbon
Neutral Hot Tub!”

92984
AN-0100760992

Largest Selection
in WNC
• Service Most
Brands
• Locally Owned
• Serving WNC
Since 1994

Ask About
MICROSILK®

Buy One, You Know
You Want One!
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Important tips for selling your home
By Mary Koppenheffer

H

93007

McCoy’s Pine Furniture
PAINTED & DISTRESSED FURNITURE
Inquire about our Custom Cabinetry

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
38 WESTWOOD CIRCLE, WAYNESVILLE NC
828.215.2055 • Randall McCoy

istorically, spring has been the busiest season
for home sales. Summer moves are less
disruptive to school schedules, and
homes show better in nice weather.
Listing a home for sale is a big undertaking for almost
anyone. Once listed, reducing time on the market might,
hopefully, keep some of that moving disruption to a
minimum.
A good first place to start is with a local real estate
professional. He or she can be a valuable resource when
it comes preparing to sell a home.
Molly McNichols, broker/founder of Carolina Mountain Realty, advises home sellers to “declutter to the extreme — you have to pack it up anyway.” She advises
getting rid of all the small things that clutter the counters
in the kitchen and bathroom. Sellers might enlist the help
of a professional cleaning company to clean every corner, cupboard and closet, as “buyers look everywhere.”
McNichols reminds home sellers that “you are selling

a
lifestyle,
not just your home.”
She offers some special
touches that make a difference.
“Make your bathrooms look like a
spa at a five-star hotel — roll your towels, have your personal products lined up like soldiers,” she said. Buyers
may not live like that, but they think they will start if
they buy your house.”
Agent Michael Masterman, of Master Diamond Properties, says sellers need to see their home through the
eyes of a prospective buyer.
“It’s important to de-personalize your home so a potential buyer can picture it as their own,” he said.
“Less is definitely more,” said Leslie Elliott, residential broker associate at Beverly Hanks.
Her tactic is to walk through each room with a po-
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tential buyer’s eye and eliminate
items that would not add “value,
warmth or charm” to the potential
buyers.
With photos and extra items
packed away, the next step is to
spruce up the inside.
“Painting can be your best
investment when selling your
home,” Masterman said. “Choose
neutral colors that would appeal
to a wide variety of buyers. Lighter colors make the rooms appear
brighter and more spacious.”
Fix “any little things you have
lived with for ages,” McNichols
said.
Her suggestion is to take a picture of each room and things that
should be taken care of will “stick
out like a sore thumb.”
The outside of the home is also
important. The landscape and entrance to the home are critical and
the first impression buyers see,

and first impressions are everything.
“Anything you can fix or clean
— do it,” McNichols said.
Masterman also advises sprucing up the outside by planting
some colorful flowers, making
sure the grass is cut and finishing
off with lots of mulch.
“Think back and try to remember the things that drew you to
purchase your home, and accentuate those features and positives,”
Elliott said.
The last step in preparing to
welcome prospective buyers is to
“stage” a home, or make it look
like a model home. McNichols
said the most important reason is
“staged homes statistically stay
on the market 73 percent less time
than the competition and sell for
more money with multiple offers.” She adds that staged homes
photograph well for advertising,

and buyers will have fewer reasons to ask for concessions when
homes are viewed as “move in
ready” and well maintained.
The house is ready inside and
out, and the final step is determining the right listing price.
“Evaluate the current market
conditions and be sure your home
is priced well to sell quickly and
for top dollar,” Elliott said. “The
first 30 days on the market are typically the best activity it is going
to see. Make sure you are priced
right to attract buyers during this
time.”
Sellers need to decide whether
to “go it alone,” or use the services
of a real estate professional. It may
come down to a homeowner’s
specific goals, but McNichols says
that the research and statistics
prove that homes sold through
a realtor sell faster and for more
money.
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Let Us Help You Move In!
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Administrator.
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Save
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NC
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828.684.9999
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